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Introduced species are organisms that humans have accidentally or 
deliberately brought into an ecosystem in which they do not naturally 
occur.
In Europe there are some species which are commonly kept in park, but 
also established in the wild.

Some of them have been introduced in Europe in antique times by 
Phoenicians and Romans, like fallow deer (Dama dama), or porcupine 
(Hystrix cristata).

On the other side species like raccoon dog (Nyctereutes procyonoides), 
raccoon (Procyon lotor), American mink (Mustela vison), coypu 
(Myocastor coypus) escaped at various places in  Europe from 
commercial fur farms or deliberately released.
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1. MACACA SYLVANUS (Linnaeus, 1758)

First introduced populations has
been maintained on the Rock of 
Gibraltar in the early 1740s
There are reports of at least 
three other introduction of 
monkeys from Morocco to 
Gibraltar, the last of which 
(1939-1943) gave rise to the 
current population., 
Today there are about150 
monkeys in six troops 
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2. MACROPUS RUFOGRISEUS (Desmarest, 1817)

Introduced to GB and Germany 
from eastern Australia, (though 
now extinct in Germany).
In Europe,  small feral
populations of up to 70 have 
established themselves at four 
sites in Britain. 
Captive and park populations 
thrive, and are likely to 
continue to found feral 
populations. 
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3. SYLVILAGUS FLORIDANUS (J.A.Allen, 1890)

The species has been introduced 
to France and Italy from USA 
in 1966.
In France it seems to be 
recently extinct, but in northern 
Italy it still survives in 
fragmented populations and 
show an increasing density.
In Italy the  Eastern cottontail is 
considered a game species, but 
it should be eradicated to 
prevent local competition with 
the brown hare.   
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4. AMMOTRAGUS LERVIA (Pallas, 1777)

Native to North Africa, 
introduced to USA and Mexico
In Europe introduction has been 
attempted in Spain, including 
the Canary Islands 
After en escape from zoo in 
1976., small population has 
appeared in the Czech Republic 
which occurrence seems only 
temporary.
Size of the European 
populations only several tens to 
hundreds of individuals. 
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5. ATLANTOXERUS GETULUS (Linnaeus, 1758)

Native to North Africa
Introduced to Fuerteventura, 
Canary Islands in 1965 as a 
single mating pair from North 
Africa
Initial rapid growth resulted in 
200.000 or even more 
individuals but was followed by  
a considerable reduction of its 
numbers
The eradication of this species 
is now quite impossible, 
nevertheless every attempt has 
been made to prevent its 
dispersion to other islands
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6. AXIS AXIS (Erxleben 1777)
Native to Indian subcontinent, 
introduced to many parts of the 
world (Australia, Hawaian 
Islands, South America (Brazil, 
Argentina, Uruguay), USA
In Europe the only population is 
restricted to the Brijuni Islands 
off Istria, Croatia, where 
introduced before 1916. 
Introduction to Slovenia from 
Brijuni stock at the end of 
1950s or the beginning of 1960s 
failed.
European population is 
managed
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7. CALLOSCIURUS ERYTHRAEUS  (Pallas, 1779)

Wide spread throughout the 
Indochinese biogeographical 
subregion from Bhutan to 
Taiwan and on the Malayan 
peninsula
In Europe introduced to Cap 
d‘Antibes in France in early 
1970s. There are no natural 
predators,
The densities of Callosciurus 
erythraeus is higher then 
Sciurus vulgaris, which is 
native species. 
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8. CASTOR CANADENSIS (Kuhl,1820)
Distributed throughout North 
America, where it is indigenous 
and widely reintroduced
Introduced in Argentina and 
Europe
In Europe currently present in 
Finland, Russia and Austria
Introduced in Poland (1926), 
Ukraine (1943) and France 
(1975) but these populations 
have since become extinct
The presence of the Canadian 
species appears to be 
detrimental to the European one 
(Castor fiber)
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9. CERVUS NIPPON (Temminck, 1838)

Indigenous to eastern Asia, 
Taiwan, eastern China, 
Manchuria, Korea, Russian Far 
East, Japan, Vietnam.
Introduced to certain parts of 
Europe, Caucasus, USA, New 
Zealand, and certain Pacific 
islands
In Europe occurs in the British 
Isles and several areas of the 
continent from France to Russia
Commonly kept in parks and 
also established in the wild.
In Germany 2.5 to 4.3 deer 
ind./km2 were reported.
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10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758)

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



50

10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758)

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



51

10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758)

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



52

10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758))

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



53

10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758))

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



54

10. DAMA DAMA (Linnaeus, 1758)

Indigenous populations in 
Turkey., 
Introduced by Phoenicians to 
the western Mediterranean and 
subsequently by Romans and 
Normans north of the Alps and 
to the British Isles.,
Introduced populations all 
around the world are stable or 
spreading., 
Now present in most European 
countries. 



55

11. GENNETA GENNETA (Linnaeus, 1758)

Introduced from North Africa in 
Europe perhaps a long time 
ago.,
Can be found at all continental 
Portugal and Spain and most of 
France, also at Balearic islands., 
There are scattered records in 
Belgium, Switzerland, Germany 
and north-west Italy.,
A moderately abundant 
carnivore, whose numbers are 
increasing in France. In 
southern Spain densities have 
been estimated at 0.3-0.7 
inv./km2
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12. HERPESTES AUROPUNCTATUS (Hodgson, 1836)
The only European populations 
dates to 1910 when specimens 
purchased in India were 
introduced to Dalmatia in order 
to exterminate horned vipers 
Vipera ammodytes, 
They were released on the 
islands of Brač, Hvar, Korčula ,  
Mljet, and peninsula Pelješac 
(where is still numerous), but 
the population on Brač soon 
became extinct. 
Around 1926, mongooses from 
Mljet Island were exported to 
Venezuela. 
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13. HERPESTES ICHNEUMON (Linnaeus, 1758)
Has mainly an African 
distribution, being present from 
the coast of the Mediterranean 
Sea to the Cape Region in South 
Africa., 
Present at Iberian peninsula, 
actually in southern Portugal and 
south-west Spain.,
The status of the population is 
unknown,
The reduction of large predators 
such as Iberian lynx  (Linx 
pardinus) and some birds of prey 
could account for the recent 
expansion of the mongoose. 
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14. HYDROPOTES INERMIS (Swinhoe, 1870)
Native in eastern China and 
Korea, released and escaped 
from captivity in some areas of 
England
The UK populations were 
introduced in 1896, and 
established in the wild in 
England since 1940s
Up to 650 adults in the wild 
with 600-900 free ranging in 
parks.
Population decreases 
associated with increasing 
populations of another 
introduced species - Muntiacus 
reevesi
Major mortality incident in 
park population in 1930s 
blamed on enteritis
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15. HISTRIX CRISTATA (Linnaeus, 1758)
North Africa from Morocco to 
Egypt, south of Sahara from 
Senegal to Ethiopia and north 
Tanzania
In Europe it is present in Italian 
peninsula south of the Po valley 
and Sicily. 
In Italy the range is expanding 
northward and the population 
density is increasing, probably 
because of legal protection. 
In Sicily the species is 
widespread and the population 
density seems to be stable 
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16. MUNTIACUS REEVESI (Ogilby, 1839)

Native in China and Taiwan., 
Established in wild in 1920s., 
In Europe released and escaped 
from captivity in Britain, 
especially England.
Continuing to increase and it 
has a potential to colonize and 
spread on parts of European 
mainland if given further 
opportunity., 
Introduction to France failed
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17. MUSTELA VISON (Schreber, 1777)

Native to North America
Introduced in Europe, mostly 
by escapes from fur farms. 
Mink farming was mostly in 
north-west Europe and mink 
populations are now spreading 
south from northern Europe and 
west from Russia. 
Also in Iceland, the British Isles 
and an isolated population in 
Spain
The European area is increasing 
rapidly
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18. MYOCASTOR COYPUS (Molina, 1782)

Indigenous to South America, 
where it occurs in sub-tropical 
areas
Introduced to many countries
In Europe introduced in the 
1920s for fur production, since 
then feral populations 
established in many countries
Particularly common in France, 
Germany and Italy, recently 
eradicated from GB
A rapid increase in numbers 
and range followed escapes 
from fur farms or deliberate 
releases
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19. NYCTEREUTES PROCYONOIDES (Gray, 1834)
It is primitive canid with unique 
feature amongst canids, 
hibernation
The original distribution of the 
raccoon dog  covers large areas 
of the Far East
The first introduction into 
Europe took place about 1928, 
when 415 females were 
released at various localities
Other released followed, 
however, with 8651 individuals  
between 1929 and 1967
Since 1950s the population has 
increased rapidly
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20. ODOCOILEUS VIRGINIANUS (Zimmermann, 1780)

Introduced from North America 
to Europe, New Zealand, Cuba 
and other Caribbean Islands
In Europe in Czech Republic, 
Serbia, Croatia and Finland.
Later introduced to Bulgaria 
and the former Soviet union 
from Finland. Subsequently 
died out in Bulgaria.
The population has been 
increasing in Europe
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21. ONDATRA ZIBETHICUS (Linnaeus, 1766)

Common in most of North 
America
Introduced in Bohemia in 1905, 
from where it is gradually 
spread. The spread was also 
assisted by escapes from fur 
farms and deliberate 
introductions
Two main distribution areas in 
Europe now, in western and 
central and north-eastern 
Europe 
Normal densities in suitable 
habitats 1-2 breeding pairs/ha
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22. OVIBOS MOSCHATUS (Zimmermann, 1780)

Since 1925, the musk ox has 
been introduced to Norway six 
times, including the 
introduction to Svalbard in 
1929.,
Today the only viable European 
population exists in Norway 
and is stabilized at a total 
number of 50 -80 individuals.
In 1971, five individuals 
migrated and established a 
population in Sweden, which 
numbered 38 individuals in 
1978, since then the Swedish 
population has declined.
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23. PROCYON LOTOR (Linnaeus, 1758)

In 1934 two pairs of P. lotor 
were released in the forest 
district Vöhl in Hessen, 
Germany,
Before and after 1945 farmed 
animals escaped at various 
places in central Europe,
Range of density in the whole 
European distribution area is 
increasing.
Population density in preferred 
habitats is 1-2 ind./100 ha, but 
can be even higher in suburban 
habitats 
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24. SCIURUS ANOMALUS (Gϋldenstaedt,1785)

It is native in Transcaucasia, 
Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
Israel, Jordan, and Iran
In Europe it is confined to the 
vicinity of Istanbul (where 
introduced in 1964) and two 
Aegean Islands, Lesbos 
(Greece) and Gökçeada 
(Turkey)
Population status is unknown
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25. SCIURUS CAROLINENSIS (Gmelin, 1788)

Native in North America, 
introduced to South Africa 
(1900), Australia (1900, now 
extinct) and Europe.,
Introduced  from USA and 
Canada several times in GB 
(1876-1929),Ireland (1913 from 
England) and Italy (1948 to 
Piedmont, south Torino from 
USA and to Liguria, Genova 
Nervi in 1966 from USA)
Range expansion continues in 
both country where it is 
replacing the red squirrel,
Densities vary in range 1 to 8 
ind/ha
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extinct) and Europe.,
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26. TAMIAS SIBIRICUS (Laxmann, 1769)

Native from northern European 
Russia across Asia as far as 
China and Hokkaido (Japan)
In Europe introduced to western 
Europe, where isolated 
populations are present in 
Belgium, Germany, The 
Netherlands, Switzerland and 
Italy., 
Common in its natural range, 
but little information is 
available about its population 
status in Europe, 
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27. ATELERIX ALGIRUS (Lereboullet, 1842)

Native to North Africa, 
Introduced in Europe and many 
islands
Confined to some localities on 
the Mediterranean coasts of 
Spain, the Canary islands and 
Malta,
It is seems to be extinct in 
France, 
In Europe very rare but frequent 
only on the Canary Islands and 
Malta. 
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28. CALLOSCIURUS FINLAYSONNI (Horsfield, 1824)

Naturaly distributed to the 
Myanmar, east of the Irrawaddy 
River, Thailand, 
Introduced to one locality in 
Italy (Acqui Terme-
Alessandria)
High density, increasing. 
Interactions with native animal 
species are unknown. 
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